




 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Donna K. Arnett, PhD 
Graduate Research Day Keynote Speaker 

 
Donna K. Arnett is the executive vice president for academic affairs and provost at the 

University of South Carolina, and an internationally recognized genetic epidemiologist 
specializing in the genomics and pharmacogenomics of cardiovascular disease. As EVP for 
academic affairs and provost, Dr. Arnett is the chief academic officer at South Carolina and 
oversees the schools and colleges on the Columbia research campus. 

Dr. Arnett received her Ph.D. in epidemiology from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill after receiving her Master of Public Health and bachelor’s degree in nursing from the 
University of South Florida. After completing her postdoctoral training at UNC, she joined the 
University of Minnesota, rose to the rank of professor and was named the Mayo professor of 
public health, an endowed chair in the Division of Epidemiology and Community Health. In 
2004, Dr. Arnett became chair of the Department of Epidemiology at the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham and served as associate dean for academics and strategic programs in the UAB 
School of Public Health from 2014-2015. From 2016-2022, Dr. Arnett led the University of 
Kentucky College of Public Health as dean, before joining the University of South Carolina’s leadership 
team as EVP for academic affairs and provost. 

Dr. Arnett was named one of the top female scientists in 2022 by Research.com and as a 
World Expert in hypertension, body mass index and genetic polymorphisms by Expertscape, a 
recognition earned by being in the top 0.1 percent of scholars writing about these topics over 
the previous ten years. She also served as the national president of the American Heart 
Association, where she became the first epidemiologist to serve in that role. 



 

  Awards & Sponsors 
 
 
 

Fisher Scientific-Phi Kappa Phi Award for Excellence in Biomedical Research 
 
 

Ji Cheng Memorial Award for Excellence in Research by a Biomedical Science student in early years of training 
 
 

Lowell M. Greenbaum Award for Research in Pharmacology 
 
 

R. August Roesel Memorial Award for Research Excellence in Biochemistry 
 
 

Virendra B. Mahesh Award for Research Excellence in Endocrinology 
 
 

Georgia Cancer Center Award for Excellence in Graduate Student Research in Cancer 
 
 

James and Jean Culver Vision Discovery Institute Award for Research Excellence in Vision 
 
 

Tapan Chatterjee Award for Research Excellence in Vascular Biology
 
 

Excellence in Research Awards 

Allied Health Sciences Neuroscience 

Biomolecular Science Nursing 

Biostatistics Oral Biology 

Cellular Biology & Anatomy Physiology 

Clinical Laboratory Sciences Public Administration 

Education Public Health 

Genomic Medicine The Graduate School (6) 

Medical Illustration UGA Clinical & Experimental Therapeutics 

Molecular Medicine Vascular Biology 

 

Postdoctoral Associate Awards 
 

Excellence in Research – Poster Presentation & Oral Presentation 



 

   Poster Session Judges  
Amy Abdulovic-Cui, PhD 
Keri Alber, MSMI 
Kelly Allen, PhD 
Satyanarayana Ande, PhD 
Brian Annex, MD 
Benjamin Ansa, PhD 
Ali Arbab, MD, PhD 
Clement Aubert, PhD 
Zsolt Bagi, MD, PhD 
Andrew Balas, MD, PhD 
Manuela Bartoli, PhD 
Shannon Barwick, PhD 
Amanda Behr, PhD 
Eric Belin de Chantemele, PhD 
Teal Benevides, PhD 
David Blake, PhD 
Wendy Bollag, PhD 
Molly Braun, PhD 
Darren Browning, PhD 
James Bryan, PhD 
Konstantin Busch, PhD 
Patricia Cameron, PhD 
Ahmed Chadli, PhD 
Jie Chen, PhD 
Weiqin Chen, PhD 
Raymond Chong, PhD 
Michelle Cox-Henley, PhD 
Emily Crider, MAcc 
Gabor Csanyi, PhD 
Mustafa Culha, PhD 
Tiana Curry-McCoy, PhD 
Hisham Daoud, PhD 
Biplab Datta, PhD 
Gianluca De Leo, PhD 
Elena Dent, PhD 
Zheng Dong, PhD 
Gokila Dorai, PhD 
Alicia Elam, PhD 
Ahmed El-Marakby, PhD 
Ali Eroglu, PhD 
Fan Fan, PhD 
Jessica Filosa, PhD 
Tohru Fukai, PhD 
David Fulton, PhD 

Sadanand Fulzele, PhD 
Vijay Ganta, PhD 
Santu Ghosh, PhD 
Graydon Gonsalvez, PhD 
Ryan Harris, PhD 
Jay Hegde, PhD 
Jessica Hoffman, PhD 
Bangxing Hong, PhD 
Anatolij Horuzsko, PhD 
Stephen Hsu,PhD 
Huang Huang, PhD 
Deborah Jehu, PhD 
Michael Jensen, MS 
Zubair Karim, PhD 
Balveen Kaur, PhD 
Chung Sub Kim, PhD 
Dariusz Kowalski, PhD 
Paul Langridge, PhD 
Yun Lei, PhD 
Ellen LeMosy, MD, PhD 
Klaus Ley, PhD 
Hedong Li, PhD 
Jie Li, PhD 
Yutao Liu, PhD 
Bal Lokeshwar, PhD 
Vinata Lokeshwar, PhD 
Xiaochun Long, PhD 
Xinyun Lu, PhD 
Rudolf Lucas, PhD 
Hoda Maleki, PhD 
Mykola Mamenko, PhD 
David L. Mattson, PhD 
Lynnette McCluskey, PhD 
Meghan E. McGee-Lawrence, PhD 
Richard McIndoe, PhD 
Riyaz Mohamed, PhD 
Rhia Moreno, PhD 
Shogo Mori, PhD 
Brian Muntean, PhD 
Barbara A. Mysona, PhD 
Priya Narayanan, PhD 
Tran Nguyen, PhD 
Paul O’Connor, PhD 
Benard Ogola, PhD 

Marco Orecchioni, PhD 
Siva Panda, PhD 
Ashwini Pandey, PhD 
Brett Rice, PhD 
Maritza Romero-Lucas, PhD 
Shalini Saggu, PhD 
Sharanjot Saini, PhD 
Yoon-Ho Seol, PhD 
Ashok Sharma, PhD 
Somanath Shenoy, PhD 
Huidong Shi, PhD 
Nagendra Singh, PhD 
Brian Stansfield, PhD 
Lynsey Steinberg, MSMI 
David Stepp, PhD 
Jessica Stewart, PhD 
Huabo Su, PhD 
Sangeetha Sukumari-Ramesh, PhD 
Jennifer Sullivan, PhD 
Yaoliang Tang, PhD 
Richard Topolski, PhD 
Dustin Tracy, PhD 
Meng-Han (Mina) Tsai, PhD 
Masuko Ushio-Fukai, PhD 
Guido Verbeck, PhD 
Alexander Verin, PhD 
Marlo Vernon, PhD 
Eric Vitriol, PhD 
Gursimran Walia, PhD 
Colleen Walters, DNP 
Jing Wang, PhD 
Qingqing Wei, PhD 
Neal Weintraub, PhD 
Karen Wiles, PhD 
David Wolff, PhD 
Guangyu Wu, PhD 
Nathan Xu, PhD 
Julie Zadinsky, PhD 
Duo Zhang, PhD 
Ming Zhang, PhD 
Gang Zhou, PhD 
Jiliang Zhou, PhD 
Peipei Zhu, PhD 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Postdoctoral Fellows Oral Presentation Judges 

 

Wendy Bollag, PhD 
Elena Dent, PhD 
Honglin Li PhD                                     

Rudolf Lucas, PhD 
Richard McIndoe, PhD 
Xingming Shi, PhD   

Sangeetha Sukumari-Ramesh, PhD

 
Postdoctoral Fellows Oral Presentation Ad Hoc Subcommittee 

 

Kate Kosmac, PhD Alison Kriegel, PhD Benard Ogola, PhD 






































